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could gain access to weapons or materials 
of mass destruction. 

Under the CTR Program, thousands of 
nuclear warheads have been deactivated, 
and thousands of delivery systems—includ-
ing missiles, strategic bombers, and stra-
tegic ballistic nuclear submarines—have 
been eliminated. Kazakhstan, Belarus, and 
Ukraine are free of nuclear weapons and 
strategic delivery systems. The CTR Pro-
gram is working to complete security up-
grades to Russian nuclear warhead storage 
sites under the Bratislava Nuclear Security 
Cooperation Initiative announced by Presi-
dent Putin and me in 2005. To date, over 
75 percent of the Russian warhead sites 
and 160 buildings containing hundreds of 
metric tons of weapons-usable nuclear ma-
terial have been secured. Work is underway 
at the balance of the warhead and material 
sites, to be completed on an accelerated 
basis by the end of 2008 under the 
Bratislava Initiative. 

We have also achieved nearly 75 percent 
completion toward our goal of shutting 
down two of the last three remaining Rus-
sian weapons-grade plutonium production 
reactors by the end of 2008 and nearly 
one-third completion toward shutting down 
the last reactor by the end of 2010, thus 
eliminating approximately 1.2 metric tons 

of weapons-grade plutonium per year. 
Through the CTR Program, several large- 
scale Soviet biological and chemical produc-
tion facilities have been safely dismantled 
in Russia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, and 
Georgia.

By working to secure, eliminate, and ac-
count for weapons and materials of mass 
destruction, the CTR Program supports the 
National Strategy to Combat Weapons of 
Mass Destruction and remains the corner-
stone for U.S. funding of the G–8 Global 
Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons 
and Materials of Mass Destruction. 

Another important accomplishment of 
CTR is the redirection of thousands of 
former weapons scientists in the former So-
viet Union, Libya, and Iraq into commercial 
or other nonmilitary pursuits. In addition, 
the CTR Program has helped Albania de-
stroy all of its chemical weapons. 

As the threat continues to evolve else-
where, U.S. CTR efforts are expanding to 
include the work of securing dangerous bio-
logical pathogens, rapidly detecting disease 
outbreaks, and improving export controls 
and border security to stop the movement 
of materials of mass destruction worldwide. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President 
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia. 

Statement on the Situation in Burma 
August 30, 2007 

I strongly condemn the ongoing actions 
of the Burmese regime in arresting, 
harassing, and assaulting prodemocracy ac-
tivists for organizing or participating in 
peaceful demonstrations. These activists 
were voicing concerns about recent dra-
matic increases in the price of fuel, and 
their concerns should be listened to by the 
regime rather than silenced through force. 

The Burmese regime should heed the 
international calls to release these activists 

immediately and stop its intimidation of 
those Burmese citizens who are promoting 
democracy and human rights. I also call 
on the regime to release all political pris-
oners, including Aung San Suu Kyi, and 
to lift restrictions on humanitarian organiza-
tions that seek to help the people of 
Burma.
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Interview With Foreign Print Media 
August 30, 2007 

The President. So like, what are the 
rules?

National Security Council Senior Direc-
tor for East Asian Affairs Dennis C. Wilder. 
On the record. 

The President. I’m talking about for these 
people back here. 

National Security Council Press Secretary 
Gordon Johndroe. It’s all on the record. 
It’s embargoed until these fine people have 
a chance to run their stories. 

The President. Good. Thanks. I’m looking 
forward to my trip. This is the seventh 
APEC summit that I’ve been to. I find 
them to be important for the United States 
in the following ways. 

One, it’s an opportunity to stress the im-
portance that we place upon basic values, 
basic value of liberty, basic value of open 
markets in order to enhance prosperity. It’s 
a chance to remind people that we are 
linked together. It’s an interesting setting, 
when you have people from different cul-
tures, different languages come together for 
a common purpose. I think that’s impor-
tant.

It’s also a chance for me to remind our 
country how important it is to have con-
structive ties in Asia. Asia is a place where 
we’ve spilt a lot of blood in the past, and 
now it’s a place of peace. Asia is a place 
where the United States was engaged mili-
tarily, and now we’re engaged culturally 
and socially and economically in a way that 
is constructive for our peoples. 

It will be an opportunity for—remind me 
that it’s possible for enemies to be allies 
and for enemies to be friends. It’s a lesson 
for a lot of us to think about when we 
think about the Middle East, that forms 
of government matter and hopeful societies 
yield peace. 

I’m looking forward to the discussions 
about trade. The first priority for trade for 
me at the meeting will be on Doha. I’m 

a firm believer in free trade. I believe the 
Doha round is the best opportunity for us 
to accomplish a couple of objectives. One 
is to fight off protectionism and trade free-
ly, and secondly is to help eliminate pov-
erty. This will be an opportunity for the 
leaders of the APEC summit to express 
their desire to see the Doha round succeed. 
We’ll take the lead in that, along with other 
nations.

There’s also an opportunity for us to start 
talking about a free trade agreement of the 
Pacific region. And I’m looking forward to 
having that dialog, begin the dialog. It 
would just be kind of an interesting oppor-
tunity to have the dialog on this aspect 
of our strategic partnership there and to 
move forward. We’ve got a lot of—we’ve 
got some free trade agreements with peo-
ple, and that will be at the table. I’d like 
to see those free trade agreements become 
regionalized.

Opportunity for me to continue to talk 
about the struggle between radicalism and 
reasonableness, between extremism and 
people that want to live in peace. I happen 
to believe—I’m sure you’ve heard me say 
this—that we’re in a major ideological 
struggle—a struggle we will win, by the 
way. But it’s going to require resolve and 
dedication. And this will be an opportunity 
for me to remind our friends at the table 
that this is the call of our time and that 
we have an opportunity to write a hopeful 
chapter here in the beginning of the 21st 
century and to thank people around the 
table for understanding this is the call of 
the time, because there’s been a lot of con-
structive engagement and good work, all 
aimed at protecting ourselves from short- 
term attack—in the short term from attack 
and recognizing that changing conditions of 
life in the long term will enable us to live 
in peace. 
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